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MAY YOU BE INSCRIBED 
FOR A GOOD YEAR 


Tus GREETING which we exchange at the com- 
mencement of the New Year expresses the essential 
optimism of our religious faith. In the year just ended— 
we say to ourselves and to one another—we may have 
failed to fulfill our hopes or to live up to our expectations; 
but we do not despair. With God’s help, the New Year 
will see us come closer to our hearts’ desires. 


We, the officers of the Jewish Publication Society, 
will be forgiven, I am sure, if we remind you of an 
additional hope which every Jew should express. One of 
the important ways in which our members and friends 
should want to express their Jewishness better is by 
broadening their own and their neighbors’ knowledge of 
Jewish life—the history, the problems and the aspira- 
tions of our people. There are still many thousands of 
our people who have not heard of the JPS, what it stands 
for and what it seeks to achieve. Help them and help 
yourself make our religion and our community a greater 
force for good in a world which needs our message. We 
have great plans for the coming year. Help us realize 
them and you will be the happier for it. 


EDWIN WOLF, 2ND 
President 
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Publications 
To Date: 1957 


Thus far in 1957 the Society has 
distributed six titles, amounting to 
seven volumes. Three of these titles 
were holdovers from 1956: Wolf and 
Whiteman’s HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN 
PHILADELPHIA; Chomsky’s HEBREW: 
THE ETERNAL LANGUAGE; and the 
YEAR Book, Volume 58. 


Of the books scheduled to appear in 
1957, the following are in print: 
LOUIS MARSHALL: Champion of Lib- 
erty, in two volumes; Abba Hillel Sil- 
ver’s WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED; and 
THE Book OF RUTH in a handsome 
edition, the text handwritten by 
Franzisca Baruch, the story illus- 
trated by Jacob Steinhardt. 


We point with pride to the many 
compliments all of these books have 
received in press reviews and in let- 
ters to the JPS office. To offer but 
two illustrations: the Wolf-Whiteman 
book was called, by the reviewer in 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, “... fas- 
cinating and exhaustively documented 
... a fresh contribution to the colo- 
nial history of Philadelphia and the 
nation.” Reviewing the Marshall vol- 
umes in the New York Times, Salo W. 
Baron concluded on the following 
note: “... scholars and the general 
public alike will appreciate this fasci- 
nating self-portrait of a remarkable 
leader of a generation ago.” 


We could duplicate such praise for 
the other volumes. The important 
thing, however, is that each of these 
books exemplifies the aims and spirit 
of the Society. These are, without ex- 
ception, contributions to the cultural 
life of the Jewish community. 


The same will unquestionably be 
said about the books still to come dur- 
ing the current year. The three vol- 
umes by Professor Salo W. Baron, 
which are due in October, will con- 
tinue his SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS HIs- 





Jewish Book Month 


To aid in the observance of Jewish 
Book Month, the Society is once 
again making available—on request 
—quantities of its colorful boo 
jackets and literature, for api 
and distribution. Program chairmen 
and others in charge of such observ- 
ances, which have proven highly suc- 
cessful in past years, are urged to 
write the Executive Secretary as soon 
as possible, requesting the jackets 
and literature. They are also urged 
to devote a portion of their Book 
Month programs to discussion of JPS 
membership, as the best guarantee of 
year-round interest in Jewish books. 











TORY OF THE JEWS, begun with two 
volumes in 1952. Like the first two, 
the forthcoming three are co-published 
by the JPS and the Columbia Univer- 
sity Press. They are all that one 
would expect from Professor Baron 
learned, stimulating, absorbing. 
book on Jewish piety, PRAYER, HUMIL- 
ITY AND COMPASSION, by Samuel H. 
Dresner, will follow. Based primarily 
on Hasidic lore, this book should prove 
a welcome addition to the growing 
literature on Judaism. Finally, prob- 
ably toward the end of the year, we 
plan to publish the volume, THE Ex- 
ILED AND THE REDEEMED, by Yitzhak 
Ben-Zvi, President of Israel. Charm- 
ing and scholarly, like the author him- 
self, this report on the origins and 
history of little-known Jewish tribes 
and communities will surely be hailed 
as interesting reading. 


Barring unforeseen difficulties, our 
entire program should be completed 


within the calendar year. * 
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Inscribed for 5718 
The High Holiday season is the 


traditional time of assessment, when 
we evaluate our lives over the past 

year and seek to begin the new one 
ith a clean page. 


In so doing, we trust that you will 
see to it—if you have not already 
done so—that your JPS membership 
dues for 1957 are paid, and thus 
make sure that you will receive the 
excellent volumes as they emerge in 
our current schedule, and that you 
will be participating in the Society’s 
work of publishing and_ distribut- 
ing source-books of Jewish culture 
through the year ahead. 











Publication Committee 


Adds Three Members 


The Board of Trustees has recently 
filled three vacancies on the Publica- 


ion Committee of the Society. 
} Rev. Dr. Max Arzt is Vice-Chancel- 


or of the Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary and a member of the Advisory 
Editorial Committee for the revision 
of the Bible translation. 


Dr. Judah J. Shapiro, until recently 
director of the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims against Germany, is 
now head of the B’nai B’rith Hillel 
Foundations. Dr. Shapiro was on the 
Publication Committee in 1947-1950, 
but resigned when he left for Europe 
on behalf of the JDC. 


Maxwell Whiteman, assistant to the 
Director of the American Jewish Ar- 
chives at the Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion in Cin- 
cinnati, is one of our foremost re- 


American Jewish history and co- 
author of the recently published HiIs- 
TORY OF THE JEWS IN PHILADELPHIA. 

All three men are certain to help 
substantially in the decisions which 
the Publication Committee is called 
upon to make in choosing books for 
publication. 


@ scholars in the important field 


Bible Translation 
Progress Reported 


Progress in the two major sectors 
of the current Bible translation proj- 
ect—editorial and financial—is_ re- 
ported by the Advisory Editorial 
Committee and the JPS staff. 

The Committee, responsible for the 
preparation of the new translation, 
announces, through chairman Dr. 
Harry M. Orlinsky, that the basic 
editorial work on Genesis is complete. 

For the staff, Executive Secretary 
Lesser Zussman announces that the 
Society has now received contribu- 
tions or financial commitments adding 
up to 60 per cent of the total number 
of sponsors required for the comple- 
tion of the project. Each sponsor 
undertakes a commitment of $150, 
over the course of six years. 





Lee M. Friedman 


Maxwell Abbell 


Lee M. Friedman was one of our 
authors as well as an officer of the 
Society. The Law was his profession, 
American Jewish history his avoca- 
tion. He loved to write essays and 
sketches on unusual people and 
events, and his enthusiasm was re- 
flected in the charm of his writing. 
The Society published two of his 
books: Jewish Pioneers and Patriots 
(1942) and Pilgrims in a New Land 
(1948), both very well received by 
the public. He was a trustee and a 
vice-president of the Society. 


The JPS mourns the untimely death 
of Maxwell Abbell, one of its esteemed 
trustees. Loyal to traditional Judaism, 
he was deeply interested in the So- 
ciety, which he saw as an important 
means of developing and transmitting 
the Jewish cultural heritage. 

The American Jewish community 
ean ill afford to lose two such men 


whose love for Jewish culture 
was rooted in heart and mind. 

May their memories be for a 
blessing. 
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Sholom Asch: Defe 


By SOLOMON GRAYZEL, Editor, Jewish Publicati 


The death of Sholom Asch has removed 
from our midst one of the best story- 
tellers of our generation. Yet this sim- 
ple and sorrowful fact, implying one of 
the highest compliments that can be paid 
to a literary craftsman, has been lost 
sight of in the controversy about Asch 
as a Jew. For almost two decades now, 
some have argued that at least in spirit 
he was no longer in the Jewish fold; 
there were even rumors that he had actu- 
ally undergone baptism. Asch, of course, 
vehemently denied both rumors and 
charges. He was deeply grieved, he said, 
that his own people thus maligned him 
because he had dealt kindly with the 
central figures in Christianity. 


Both views were exaggerations. Asch 
exaggerated his innocence, for he had 
done more than merely deal kindly with 
Jesus, Paul and Mary. His harsh critics 
exaggerated his guilt, for he had done 
no more than carry to its logical con- 
clusion an attitude prevalent in wide 
circles of contemporary Jewish life. 


One need but read some of Asch’s 
earlier stories which have been trans- 
lated into English to sense the depth 
of his understanding of and sympathy 
with the Jewish people, their values and 
their problems. Two such stories were 
translated many years ago and pub- 
lished by the Jewish Publication Society: 
Kiddush Ha-Shem in 1926, and Sabbatai 
Zevi in 1930, both stirring historical 
tales, based on authentic Jewish experi- 
ence. Another example is his penetrating 
description of the old, East-European 
Jewish life in the novel Salvation, which 
provided readers in the 1920s with an 
extraordinary view of Jewish piety. How 
could a man of this sort, at a mature 
age, suddenly have denied his past, 
abandoned his heritage and deliberately 
embarked on a course which laid him 
open to the accusation of betrayal? To 
say that he did so merely to widen his 
public, to increase his income, is to beg 
the question; for there were other and 


surer ways that he could have a) 
achieve this end. Some deeper motiva- 
tion must lie behind the phenomenon. 


Perhaps it was not betrayal at all, 
but rather another example of the quest, 
characteristic of our age, for a formula 
by which one might end the tragedy 
which has dogged Christian-Jewish rela- 
tions for centuries and which reached its 
climax in our day. For the Jew of the 
modern era has been aware of nothing 
so much in his Jewishness as of the 
refusal of his Christian neighbors to 
accept him. As long as the Jewish peo- 
ple had lived a life apart, with walls 
around their bodies and walls around 
their minds, they had found it easy to 
bear rejection by their neighbors. They 
had been well aware of the misunder- 
standings about themselves and 
their faith, and of the distortion 
which these misunderstandings were 
nourished. They had accepted them as 
normal in a world they considered re- 
ligiously misguided and _ unredeemed. 
They had interpreted hatred of Judaism 
as the compliment which falsehood pays 
to truth. Their faith in God and in the 
Jewish people had never wavered. Evil 
was temporary, therefore tolerable. 


Rationalism caused the ghetto walls 
to fall, but it also toppled the inner de- 
fenses. First the western, then the east- 
ern Jews emerged into a world of politi- 
cal and economic freedom, eager to take 
and to give equality in every sense. But 
to their surprise, they continued to en- 
counter hostility, rejection. Thus it came 
about that an increasingly important 
aspect of Jewish history since , 
French Revolution is a record of 
phasis laid on self-defense, which occa- 
sionally reached the point of self-abase- 
ment, if not self-effacement. 


But worst of all was the effect of 
rationalism on the faith of the modern 
Jew in both his own viewpoint and in 
his own future. Having given up, as his 
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@. the recognition of human equal- 
ity, his conviction that God had chosen 
him to be His special witness, he de- 
prived himself of his greatest inner 
source of strength. All he had left was 
pride in the Jewish past—which is mere 
vanity unless accompanied by unshak- 
able confidence in a triumphant future. 
One cannot blame the modern Jew, espe- 
cially the conscientious Jewish writer, 
for continuing the search for a solution 
to the problem of hostility to the Jewish 
people—especially in an era which wit- 
nessed the tragedy brought upon the 
Jews by Nazism and communism—but 
one can blame the Jewish writer who 
should know better for not realizing 
that no such solution is possible if it 
weakens rather than strengthens the 
faj f the Jew in God and the Jewish 
e. 


Herein lies the failure of Sholom 
Asch. Deeply stirred by Jewish fate as 
he watched hostility mount into Nazi 
fury and affect the whole western world, 
he appears to have thought that he 
could help matters by dramatizing what 
has come to be known as the Judeo- 
Christian tradition. Perhaps fearful 
that he might be accused of “Judaizing,” 
in the medieval sense of the term, Asch 
did not attempt to rationalize the mira- 
cles in the tales of Christian origins. 
All he was apparently eager to achieve 
was acceptance of the idea that Chris- 
tianity had grown out of a thoroughly 
Jewish environment. 


There was nothing new in presenting 
a sympathetic view of Jesus of Nazareth; 
it~had been done often enough before 
é: Jewish scholars and Jewish nov- 
e . The excitement in Jewish circles 
was due to a number of other consider- 
ations. Asch’s eagerness to portray 
Mary, Paul and Jesus in Christian 
terms inevitably became extended beyond 
personality into attitude and viewpoint. 
As a result Judaism came out second 
best. The Jews of that day are dealt 





with fairly enough, but countenance is 
given to all the Christian charges: 
absorption in self, legalism, narrowness, 
lack of prophetic insight. Asch simply 
either did not understand the Judaism 
of that period (despite the claim for him 
of being a “profound student”) or he 
was carried away by the aims he had 
set out to achieve. 


Moreover, his abandonment of ration- 
alism in telling of Christian origins had 
never been characteristic of his Jewish 
work. Belatedly, in his story of Moses, 
which followed his trilogy on Christian- 
ity, he made use of the same approach. 
But he could no longer free himself 
from the obsessive desire to identify 
Judaism and Christianity as a single 
tradition. The essence of rationalism 
as the basis for freedom and equality 
in western society is the fraternal co- 
existence of adherents to widely differ- 
ent religions. Unless the battle for the 
right to be different is won, nothing is 
won. The Judeo-Christian tradition must 
be a slogan for cooperation, not for 
identification. 


The ultimate fate of the Jew in west- 
ern society, as Asck envisaged it, is 
hinted at in another of his novels, East 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Other Publishers’ Books 


The limitations of this column per- 
mit mention of only a few of the many 
good books on Jewish subjects or of 
Jewish interest which have appeared 
in recent months. Fortunately a num- 
ber of those not listed here have been 
published by commercial firms well 
able to bring their products to public 
attention. 

An important aspect of the history 
of the American Jewish community 
is the way it has risen time and again 
to its worldwide responsibilities. The 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, called 
HIAS, is an excellent example of how 
Jews have met the challenge of their 
day. That is why the volume called 
VISAS TO FREEDOM (World Publish- 
ing Co.), by Mark Wischnitzer, is of 
great value and interest. Dr. Wisch- 
nitzer several years ago did an excel- 
lent book for the JPS on the subject 
of Jewish migration during the past 
century. The book is called TO DWELL 
IN SAFETY; it is now out of print. 

Two recent books by the Recon- 
structionist Press are likely to interest 
JPS members. One is a biography of 
Jessie Sampter, that quite extraordi- 
nary American woman who spent the 
latter part of her life in Palestine and 
whose collection of poems, BRAND 





Pre-Hanukkah Sale 


Annually the Society provides its 
members with an opportunity to pur- 
chase at reduced rates such volumes 
as may previously have escaped their 
notice. The list contains not oh® 
JPS books, but also books of several 
other publishers, notably Schocken, 
East and West Library of England, 
Yale Judaica Series, and the Library 
of Religion of the Liberal Arts Press. 
Apart from the lower price, there is 
the additional inducement of a free 
JPS book for any sale of five dollars 
and more. The free book this year is 
Incidents of Travel and Adventure in 
the Far West by Solomon N. Carvalho, 
edited by Bertram W. Korn. It is a 
very interesting record of a partici- 
pant in the exploration of the Amer- 
ican West. 


We offer this opportunity just be- 
fore the Hanukkah season, because 
that is a good time to remember that 
books make excellent gifts. So, inci- 














Speiser Address Reprinted 

The interesting address, ““New Light 
on the Eternal Book,” which Profes- 
sor E. A. Speiser delivered at the 
69th annual meeting, will be dis- 
tributed to the sponsors of the work 
of revising the JPS Bible translation. 
Other members of the Society can 
obtain a copy upon request. 

Reprinted as a pamphlet of 24 
pages, this brilliant address reviews 
the needs for revising the Bible 
translation. It offers examples of the 
way in which growing knowledge and 
understanding of the past has shed a 
flood of light on the stories and even 
the words of the Sacred Text. 











dentally, do memberships in the JPS. ie 


PLUCKED FROM THE FIRE, the JPS 
published in 1937. Bertha Badt- 
Strauss caught the spirit of Miss 
Sampter’s personality and has succeed- 
ed in transmitting it to the readers 
of her book, appropriately entitled 
WHITE FIRE. 


The second book is by Dr. M. M. 
Kaplan. We found this book especially 
welcome in view of the steady stream 
of questions which are directed to the 
office of the JPS. Not only are Dr. 
Kaplan’s questions and answers very 
well put, but they are also stimulating. 
The full title of the book is QUESTIONS 
JEWS ASK, AND RECONSTRUCTIONIST 


clearly indicates that the author do 
not expect every reader fully to accep 
his answers, but every reader will find 
the answers worthy of consideration. 
And even if he rejects the answer, 
he will discover that the question 
alone puts many subjects in a new 
light. 


ANSWERS. The second half of the vol | 
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THE LATE ROGER W. STRAUS, who died suddenly during the summer, is shown 
on a happy occasion, at a meeting held by the Society in New York’s Biltmore 
otel. Mr. Straus, an outstanding industrialist and community leader who was a 
egent of the University of the State of New York, presided at a meeting which was 










held to further the enrollment of sponsors for the Society’s current Bible transla- 
tion project. He is shown (second from left) being presented with a Family Bible by 
JPS President Edwin Wolf, 2nd (left), in recognition of his leadership on behalf 
of Jewish education. Looking on are Miss Bess Myerson, former Miss America, now 
a TV performer, and JPS Executive Secretary Lesser Zussman. 





Sholom Asch 


(Continued from Page 5) 
River, a good story, though not up to 
his standard. One part of its plot tells 
of a pious Jew’s son who marries a pious 
Christian woman. Loneliness, in time, 
drives the father to forgiveness. He be- 
comes accustomed to visiting the half- 
Christian family. The little grandson, 
eating a trefa meal, puts on a yarmulke. 
The grandfather, noting this, wonders 
hether this is not, after all, a good ar- 
ngement. A silly incident, of course; 
but in its suggestion of shallow syncre- 
tism shocking both to Christian and to 
Jew. It illustrates, however, the utter 
sense of defeatism with regard to the 
Jewish future which Sholom Asch’s work 


exemplified and, sensing which, the 
healthy Jewish instinct condemned in 
him. 


In a collection of Asch’s short stories, 
called Children of Abraham, there is 
one entitled “The Last Jew.” It tells 
of a little town in southern France 
whose few Jews had either moved away, 
or died, or intermarried. One only is 
left, and the ancient synagogue is his 
by inheritance. All he knows of Judaism 
is that there was one day a year which 
one spent in the synagogue, lit the can- 
dles there and fasted. When, however, 
this last Jew expresses a desire to be- 
come a Christian by baptism, as he is 
in fact, the entire town is horrified; 
they will not stand for their last Jew 
giving up his Jewishness—and his syna- 
gogue. The tragically-amusing end of the 
story need not be told here, but the 
sentence with which it begins deserves 
repetition: “His parents had died and 
left him a synagogue, and he did not 
know what to do with it.” 
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LEGENDS OF THE 
BIBLE, the one-volume 
condensation of Louis 
Ginzberg’s monumental 
seven-volume work, The 
Legends of the Jews, 
first published in 1956, 
has reached its third 
printing. Now in print: 
21,000 copies. 


A HISTORY OF THE 
JEWS, the popular one- 
volume history written, 
from the viewpoint of 
the American Jew, by 
Dr. Solomon Grayzel, 
JPS Editor, has com- 
pleted its ninth print- 
ing: 45,950 are now in 


PA? HW A: Y's 
THROUGH THE 
BIBLE, perennial fa- 
vorite by Mortimer J. 
Cohen, reached its 
twelfth printing in 
August. A _ total of 
119,800 copies of the 
companion to the Bible, 
illustrated by Arthur 
Szyk, is now in print. 
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